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During the past two years, it has been my privilege to do my
supervised field work in two different areas: A local church situation
as the Superintendent of the Children's Division of the Church School,
and as a children's worker and music teacher in a church related com¬
munity center. Observing the program and the lack of good music as
part of the program has led the writer to write this project.
First Year Field Work
The first place of field work was Ariel Bowen Methodist Church,
located in the southwest section of Atlanta. It is the average middle-
sized church having a membership of approximately nine hundred. The
present pastor is Reverend Thomas P. Grissom, Sr., who is interested
in developing a sound educational program for the entire church. I was
elected superintendent of the Children's Division because of my pre¬
vious experiences in church school work, and as a place to put into
practice those theories learned at the Seminary.
A description of both field work situations is being presented as




The area consists of a large assembly room and three small class¬
rooms. The groups assigned to these rooms are: the Kindergarten De¬
partment, the Primary and Junior Girls. The remaining three classes,
two Junior classes and one Primary Goys' class, occupy various sections
of the assembly divided by partitions.
There is a piano, two sets of hymn books. The Methodist Hymnal,
and the American Youth Hymnal. Both contain sufficient hymns for all
age groups. The American Youth Hymnal contains other worship aids for
the Children's Division.
The Teaching Staff
There are seven teachers in this division. All but two are high
school students. Of these two, one is a housewife and mother, and the
other is a young man who is a senior at one of the colleges in the
Atlanta University Center. Two of these teachers are assigned to the
Kindergarten Department, one for the winter months and one for the sum¬
mer months. Two are assigned to the Primary Department and three to
the Junior Department. There are no assistants. All of the teaching
staff were at one time members of the church choir or a school choir




Group Graded Lessons published by the Methodist Church Board of
Education are used along with teaching pictures and film strips. A
copy of Child Guidance in Christian Living published monthly is used by
the superintendent in planning activities along with the teachers for
each department. There are several Bibles, individual books of the New
Testament and maps. There are no dictionaries or other reference books
available. The lesson leaflet for the Kindergarten and Primary Depart¬
ments often have songs included at the end of the lesson, but are never
taught.
Student Body by classes:
The average class load each Sunday is approximately fifteen stu¬
dents, including visitors. There is a variation during extremely cold
or rainy days.
Order of Worship:
The Small Church Plan, Boys and Girls Worship Together, which is
based on the Kindergarten, Primary and Junior Group Graded Lesson, is
used. These plans appear in the Child Guidance Magazine. In most in¬
stances, no plans are made or used from this magazine for effective
worship experiences. Scriptures, prayers and hymns are improperly
chosen. And those hymns which the children use have no meaning to them
as far as their experiences are concerned. The main purpose for the
first worship service seems to be a time to keep the children together
until the teachers arrive.
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Method of Teaching
There is no pre-planning period and no teaching plan used. For
the classes with quarterlies each child is given so many verses to
read in class after which little or no comment is made or explanation
is given by the teacher. Both teacher and student see the lesson for
the first time on Sunday morning.'
Improvements Made
A Teachers' Council was organized for teachers to learn the psy¬
chological development of the child at various age levels and to dis¬
cuss and find ways to help him grow spiritually. Attention was given
to planning effective worship services for class sessions and assemblies.
Lesson plans were constructed with teachers to help youngsters grow
mentally, physically and socially.* And various plans and activities
were discussed; such things as building blocks, puzzles, Bibles, and
other equipment that had been packed away were put to use.
The second assembly twice each month was set aside as a special
period to teach children new songs. Worship services** were structured
to fit the needs of the children and in keeping with the monthly theme
of the lessons.
The teachers took their materials home each week in order to





work to do at home. The blackboard and bulletin board were used as
teaching aids and each member of the Junior Department used a Bible in
class.
Whenever lessons permitted it they were dramatized by the classes
both during their sessions and at the assembly periods. As the teachers
learned their importance in the development of the students, their
methods and techniques of teaching improved.
Second Year Field Work
During my senior year, I served as music teacher and children's
worker at the Magnolia Baptist Educational and Goodwill Center, 558
Magnolia Street, Southwest, sponsored by the Atlanta Chapter of the
Woman's Missionary Union of the Southern Baptist Convention. The center
is located in a slum area. The objectives of the center are:
1. Lead all age groups into a desire and will to
accept and follow Christ.
2. Promote and provide a Christian atmosphere in the
community and center as far as possible.
3. Help the people in this community to help them¬
selves educationally, socially and economically.
4. Lift total moral standards of this community by
creating a desire to work, study, clean up within
and without.
5. Offer counselling when needed to all age groups.
To carry out these objectives, the program includes: A morning story
hour, free play, boys' group. Red Circle and Golden Age clubs, worship
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services, and in the summer Daily Vacation Bible School. There are
various resource persons brought in to teach the members of the com¬
munity how to improve themselves educationally, socially, economically
and spiritually.
The Physical Plant;
The center is in a converted house located on a main street.
There are two play rooms and a play area in back with sandbox and gym¬
nastic set. There is a kitchen which provides both hot and cold meals
and other refreshments for all group activities, a counselling office
and storage space for clothes that are donated by various organiza¬
tions and people.
^ The Teaching Staff;
There are four persons employed by the Southern Baptist Conven¬
tion to staff the center. They are a minister, who is a counsellor and
instructor; two children's workers, who are responsible for all age
groups, and the Director of the center. Two members of the staff are
assigned as field workers, the writer being one.
Teaching Materials:
The center is well equipped with teaching materials. Books for
all age groups, study courses, Bible, hymnals, maps, blackboard, bulle¬
tin board, a music center consisting of a piano and record player and
materials for arts and crafts.
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Monthly Attendance at the Center;
An average of 1,000 children and adults attend the center month¬
ly and participate in the activities previously mentioned. Approxi¬
mately five to seven accept Christ for the first time.
Order of Worship:
The free order of worship is used, which includes hymns, scrip¬
ture, prayer, and meditation. Examples of the order of worship along
with lesson plans appear in Appendix A.
Improvements made:
The greatest improvement made has been to help the children ex¬
press themselves creatively through talking, singing, and playing, and




Presentation of Problem. The problem set forth in this study is
A Selection of Hymns Built on Sound Theological Concepts for Children
Ages Six through Eight Years Old.
Significance of the Problem. It is the belief of the writer that
with greater emphasis being placed on the Church School Curriculum and
its relationship to the child and his experiences, there should also be
concern for the selecting and teaching of hymns and other songs which
coincide with experiences the child receives from other parts of the
Church School Curriculum.
Purpose of the Study. The purpose of this study is four-fold:
1. To list the general and specific areas of development of
the primary child as background for understanding how to meet their
needs through music.
2. To set forth a criteria for selecting hymns using the theolo¬
gical concepts for the primary age level as a standard.
3. To give suggested ways to present and teach a hymn or song
to the primary child.
4. To list hymns and songs, classified under the five goals pre¬
sented in this study as a guide for workers with children.
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Procedure. The procedure in this study follows:
1. An overview of pertinent literature related to the problem.
2. The general and specific areas of development of the primary
child.
3. The use of the goals for primary children set forth by the
National Council of Churches as a basis for the criteria for h3rmn
selection.
4. A selection of hjnnns classified under each of the five goals.
5. Ways to present and teach hymns and songs.
6. Lesson plans and Orders of Worship from the places of field
work: Ariel Bowen Methodist Church and the Baptist Magnolia Goodwill
and Educational Center.
Limitation and Scope of Study. This study is limited to the
primary child and his areas of development which are important in
formulating goals and ways for him to achieve these goals in relation
to music. This study was done in the following manner: data gathered
from the places of field work:—Ariel Bowen Methodist Church, and the
Baptist Magnolia Goodwill and Educational Center, and related litera¬
ture. Due to certain existing circumstances at the center, most of
this study will be based on the experiences and data from Ariel Bowen
Methodist Church.
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Definition of Terms. Hymn - A song of adoration, praise, thanks¬
giving or dedication to any or all Members of the Holy Trinity.
Rote Method - To teach by memory.
Overview of Literature. As workers with children, each lesson
and activity we plan should be a channel to achieve a particular goal.
In her booklet, When we Teach Primary Children, Marjorie Haynes lists
six goals that are derived from the great commandments. They are:
1. Relationship with God and Ideas of God
2. Relationship with Jesus and Ideas of Jesus
3. The child and the church fellowship
4. The child's heritage in the Bible
5. The child and his personal relationships
1
6. The child and his social relationships
Realizing the importance of the child and relationships to God and to
his family and friends, we accomplish these partially. The most com¬
mon hindrance is music. Why? It is because of the poor choices of
hymns made which often destroy the goals we are trying to achieve be¬
cause of their symbolic language.
The use of symbolic language presents one of the greatest
difficulties to a little child, but many adults make the
mistake of choosing songs with such language for children.
We are inclined to forget our own childhood experiences
%agorie Haynes, When we Teach Primary Children. (Philadelphia:
The Westminster Press, 1960), pp. 5-8.
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and the mental limitations of those who have lived such
a short time in the world, the planting *seed' can mean
only one thing ... a very literal thing.
Edith Lovell Thomas, in Music in Christian Education, states:
What governs the selection of songs and hymns will be determined by
what serves the singer best and what ministers to their growth in
3
Christian character." Hymns also should contain a desirable emotional
content, expression of basic Christian thoughts and an urge for out-
4
reach. Whether we realize it or not, music is a very important and
closely associated item in the religious life of children. It can
offer many worthy experiences to children. Ethel L. Smither, in her
book. Primary Children Learn at Church, says:
Music may contribute to the social and religious growth
of a child in a number of ways. Music helps children
to know the teachings of the Christian church, and leads
them to accept these values for their own lives and to
build their lives around them. Many children suffer from
emotional tensions that hinder the growth of Christian
personality. Music helps to release them from this inner
stress and leaves^them more at peace with themselves and
their associates.
I have found this helpful at the center where the majority of the child¬
ren come from broken homes or homes where there is no love, only neglect.
^Elizabeth Shields, Music in the Religious Growth of Children.
(Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1958), p. 29.
^Edith Lovell Thomas, Music in Christian Education. (Nashville:
Abingdon Press, 1958), p. 67.
^Ibid., pp. 68-72.
®Ethel L. Smither, Primary Children Learn at Church. (Nashville:
Abingdon Press, 1954), p. 104.
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When do we teach new songs to children? There is no better
place to begin learning a new hymn than the classroom. James R. Syndor
says, in The Hymn and Congregational Singing:
The doctrine of the trinity is illumined by such hymns
as "Ancient of Days' and "Come Thou Almighty King'.
The Christian attitude toward the Sabbath is set forth
in 'O Day of Rest and Gladness'. Students learn much
about the church from 'The Church's One Foundation',
about Christian brotherhood from 'In Christ There is
No East or West'.
The primary child has a good memory and will be able to remember the
words long enough to be taught the Hymn Tune later. A good teacher or
children's worker will always be alert in helping their children to ex¬
perience an effective confrontation wherever the opportunity may be.
He will also use all resources that are available for the experience
including the great hymns of the church which express man's relation¬
ship to God and to his brother.
®James R. Syndor, The Hymn and Congregational Singing,
mond, Virginia: John Knox Press, 1960), pp. 151-152.
(Rich-
CHAPTER II
AREAS OF DEVELOPMENT OF THE PRIMARY CHILD
Children are not little adults!" These words were spoken ex-
pressingly to us by Professor Carrie L. George, our advisor and in¬
structor in the class, Program Building for Children. This statement
seems very obvious until one gives it further thought by reflecting
back on his own childhood experiences and thinks of the relationship
between himself and the adults that were most influential during this
period of life. This, along with frequent study of children, can be a
great asset in planning for them.
So often our lesson plans, music, and other activities are aimed
toward goals we expect to achieve rather than the goals we expect the
child to achieve. The curriculum for Religious Education should be
Christ-centered, and the lesson planning and activities should be child-
centered. It is for this reason the writer believes it is necessary to
refresh or acquaint the reader with the areas of development of the
primary child.
The first list of areas of development are for all ages of this
group. The second list has specific characteristics for each age.
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Areas of Development of the Primary Child^
Physical
He is growing unevenly.
His finer muscles are slowly developing.
He wants to do rather than watch.
He likes to construct.
He tires easily.
Mental
He is learning to read.
He likes words and number games.
He likes to write.
His attention span is longer.
He makes false conclusions.
He likes both fact and fancy.
He lives in the present.
He is curious.
He has a good imagination.
He has a good memory.
He is literal-minded.
Social
He wants to play with others.
He likes to talk.
^Marjorie Soderholm, Understanding the Pupil; Part II, The
Primary and Junior Child. (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1958),
p. 34.
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He wants child friendships.
He wants to be grown-up.
He likes non-competitive activities.
He likes the opposite sex.
He is inclined to be selfish.
He respects authority.
Emotional
He is easily excited.
He may resist personal demands.
He may withdraw because of shyness.
He is impatient.
He has many fears.
He can sympathize with others.
Spiritual
He likes Sunday School.
He has faith in prayer.
He may be ready to accept Christ.
He is curious about death.
He wants to be good.
The Six-Year-Old^
1. Counts up to twelve or thirteen
2. Gives names of coins of small denomination in use
when they are seen
^Class Notes, November 16, 1961
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3. Recognizes colors: blue, green, red, and yellow
4. Asks questions
5. Repeats accurately a couple of short sentences of seven
or eight words, provided the words are understood.
6. Chooses between pretty and ugly faces
7. Vocabulary - six or seven letter words; three thousand
words in total vocabulary
8. He has a conception of right and wrong
9. Likes physical activities
10. Collects every noticeable object
11. Plays with dolls
12. Full of curiosity — how, when, where and why
13. Has a tendency to imitate
14. Has high degree of individuality
15. Wants to please adults
16. Susceptible to illnesses
17. Tires easily




2. Makes over old and past experiences
3. Has much greater skills in physical activities
4. Eyes are too far apart to read large print for a long time
^Ibid., Nov. 16, 1901
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5. Needs to belong
6. Becoming increasingly aware of other people
7. Wants a responsible place in the family and school
8. Cannot stay in one place long
9. A sense of goodness and values.
The Eight-Year-Old^
1. Grows taller in Stature and mind, and makes you realize
he is no longer a "little child"
2. Maturity has developed in mind, soul, and body
3. Has no further desire to work alone, for he has reached
the gregarious age
4. Wants to participate in activities with others and have
their attention
5. Likes complete attention of one person
6. Prefers organized games
7. Interest and understanding has expanded to include places
and persons outside his community.
^Ibid., Nov. 16, 1961.
CHAPTER III
CRITERIA FOR SELECTING AND TEACHING HYMNS
On what basis should music be selected? The best basis for se¬
lecting music for any age group is the theological and doctrinal con¬
cepts. There are two reasons: One, music is an important part in the
growth of children, and as a means of expression; Two, music selected
should, as far as possible, be related to whatever is being taught for
crystallization of ideas.
The theological and doctrinal concepts for primary children will
be presented in this chapter and how music helps the child's exper¬
iences.
God as Father and Creator
The primary child is beginning to move into a wider world, and
he is full of curiosity: Who, What, and Why are constant questions
about God, Jesus, the world, death, and being good. Still not being
able to comprehend the abstract, he learns and understands by seeing,
listening, and doing.
In the home where love of parents for the child is felt and for¬
giveness given when he does wrong, these are the best examples of God
as Father. When he is comforted when sad or sick and feels secure,
the foundation for the concept is being laid. Further evidence is seen
when he comes in contact with other matured Christians in the community
and church
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When the child sings such hymns as "Father We Thank Thee", he
knows what the words mean because he has experienced the many blessings
he has received from God as Father through his parents and home.
Each day children see the wonders of nature. The trees that were
bare, filled with leaves; the earth covered with green grass, flowers,
rain and sunshine. They notice the sun as it sets and the moon and
stars as they rise, wondering who made them. This question can be
answered at school, at a picnic, or in Sunday School. But to make
clear theconcept of God as Creator can be done so well by such hymns
as "All Things Bright and Beautiful", "Holy, Holy, Holy" (first stanza),
"For the Beauty of the Earth" (stanzas 1 and 2), and "All Creatures of
Our God and King". Each of these hymns speaks of nature as the child
sees it, and gives praise and thanksgiving to God as the Creator work¬
ing through the laws of nature.
Jesus as a Friend to Children
Through the primary years the child will continue to
grow in a knowledge and appreciation of Jesus, who went
about doing good; who knew God better than anyone ever
has; who helped others to know God as father.
This concept can be developed through the various Biblical stories
which tell of Jesus' love for children, the people he helped and what
he taught. There are many people in the community and church who ex¬
emplify the Christ-like life through service and concern for others.
^A Manualon Goals and Materials for Christian Teaching in Metho¬
dist Church Schools^ (Nashville: Editorial Division, General Board of
Education, 1961), p. 11.
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These people can be pointed out as friends of Jesus, because they go
about doing good as he did. Such h3nnns as "Tell me the Stories of
Jesus' , "Often Jesus' Friends Remembered", and "l Think when I Read
that Sweet Story of Old" enable the child to grow to love Jesus as his
friend and to be like him, because he sees the good that is being done
today as he sings of Jesus.
The Bible
To many children, the Bible is a familiar book only by sight.'
They very seldom see it read in the home and therefore the interest in
it is not very high. Yet the home is where the child has his first
2
contact with the Bible. Children can realize their Biblical heritage
through stories which tell about God and his relationship to man, man's
relationship to God and his brother. Through the Bible children learn
the will of God, about great people whom God was near, and the laws
which were given to man so that he may know God's way today as in the
past. The Bible also contains many types of literature that children
are familiar with today. Poems, stories and letters about the prob¬
lems that we have today are common reading. Hymns based on stories of
the Bible about great personalities and incidents help children realize
the Bible is still an important book and that just as it helped others
in the past it can and does help us today. The hymns"Wonderful Words
2
Elizabeth S. Whitehouse, Opening the Bible to Children (Saint
Louis: The Bethany Press, 1960), p. 15.
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of Life and "The Bible is a Treasure Book", when presented as part of
a lesson or unit or at worship, help the child express his thoughts
on what the Bible means to him and how.
The Church Fellowship
According to the areas of development, socially the child wants
to become a part of the group. He wants friendships both from his own
age groups and from adults. Spiritually, he likes Sunday School, be¬
lieves in prayer and wants to be good. The church as a fellowship of
believers offers three tasks in which the child can participate. Wor-
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ship, witness, and work are these tasks. In these three tasks, child¬
ren as well as adults are helped to express their Christian beliefs and
love for God as they attend the worship services, teach, preach, and
serve in various capacities, such as the choir, usher boards, as dea¬
cons, and other offices. Seeing this helps him lose some of his in¬
dividuality and selfishness and he sees the work of God through the
church as well as in participation. "We Love Our Church, 0 God" and
"Our Church Helps us to Worship God" are hymns which will help the child
sing out of the happy experience of being a part of the church fellow¬
ship.
A Growing Concern for Others
During the primary years, the child becomes aware that
people are dependent on one another. The Church School
^D. Campbell l^ckoff, Theory and Design of Christian Education
Curriculum. (Philadelphia: The Westminster Press, 1961), p. 18.
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can help this age appreciate the contribution of each
member of his family. The church and home can work
together in providing simple tasks for the child to
perform and to help him develop a sense of responsibil¬
ity and pride in doing his part at home and church.
The concern for others can be broadened to include the people of the
world. When children experience doing a good deed for others at home
and in the community, they happily express themselves by singing such
hymns as "The Many, Many Children" or "Tell the Blessed Tidings".
Using music has been a great asset to me in my field work situa¬
tions. There are some concepts that could not be presented to the
children at the center because of their home life and the influence of
the community. The children do, however, have a strong love for Jesus
as their friend, whom they talk of and hear about during the story hours.
The use of hymns which introduce to them Jesus as one who loved children
and went about doing good were very effective during the story hour and
at worship, and helped to establish better relationships between the
members of the group.
The concept of God as Father was not mentioned because as pre¬
viously stated, the unpleasant situations in the home and community,
prohibited this. But those hymns which included the concepts of God
as Creator helped the children to see God in nature and man.
Because of the different setting at Ariel Bowen, and the litera¬
ture, it was much easier to incorporate music as an experience for the
Manual, loc. cit.
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children. The 1961 Lesson Series dealt partly with helpers and friends
of Jesus, and those songs which were included in the lessons, along
with familiar ones, were helpful as expressions for the children's ex¬
periences both in the lesson and in life.
Instrument for Selecting H3mins
The following questions have been chosen by the writer, who feels
that they will serve as a good instrument for the selection of h3mms
and other songs for children, and can be understood by the teacher or
children's worker. There are two groups of questions. The first group
concerns the text and the second group the melody.
The Text®
1. Is the information to be sung true? Are there any con¬
cepts which are false or which may have to be unlearned
later?
2. Can the vocabulary be explained and made meaningful to
the specific age group for which it is chosen?
3. Is the text beautiful and does it stretch the imagina¬
tion and creative powers of the child?
4. Does the text have lasting value or will it be eventual¬
ly discarded as irrevelent? Is the concept large and
challenging?
5. Is it the best possible expression of the Christian
Faith?
6. Will the children grow into it instead of out of it?
Does it avoid patronizing or talking-down-to-the-child
approach?
®Lovelace and Rice, Music and Worship in the Church. (Nashville:
Abingdon Press, 1960), pp. 176-177.
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7. Is it a foundation on which other learning can be
built?
8. Does the text foster the spirit of reverence and
worship?
9. Are the texts chosen from the church hymnal insofar
as possible?
10. Could the time spent learning a given text be used
to better advantage in some other activity?
11. Is the text consistent with the theological position
of the church and is it in agreement with the Church
School literature?
The Musical Setting
1. Is the melodic line beautiful, singable, and in
the vocal range of children who are to sing it?
2. Does the melody fit the text and add something to it?
Is the product of melody and text greater than the
sum of the parts?
3. Does the music have lasting value?
4. Is there any danger of its being parodied? Is it
free from secular association?
5. Is there rhythmic vitality and variety?
6. Is the harmony structure sound?
7. Is the music chiefly drawn frc*n the church hymnal,
or, if it is an anthem, is it suitable for use in
worship?
Teaching Hymns
To say that there is a right and wrong way to teach hymns and
songs would be presumptous. There are just as many wrong ways as right
ones. The determining factor in the right way is the teacher. The
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methods and approaches discussed here were used by the writer and are
by no means new. They were the best ways for the situations.
Presentation;
Realizing that only one hour is alloted for Sunday School and
part of this is class sessions, I found it wise to sometimes present
a hymn as a poem in relation to the lesson. Children like stories and
poems, especially if they express their thoughts and feelings. At
other times, I, along with other teachers, chose a hjnnn for the month.
For the first two Sundays, the hymn was read in class and during the
second assembly the tune was played as a prelude. One teacher was
chosen to speak about three minutes, telling the message of the hymn
and how it was written. Miss Tucker, the church school pianist, sang
the hymn as a brief meditation before dismissing the children. During
the two remaining Sundays, the children were able to begin singing the
h3nnn, and for the following month it was sung each Sunday at the assem¬
blies or in class. This method proved effective especially during the
Christmas and Easter seasons when new hymns are taught.
At the center, the songs were usually presented in a natural
setting whenever possible. At one story hour session it had rained
and many of the children complained of being wet. The question, "What
does rain do that is good for us?" was asked. Some of the answers
were: "it makes flowers grow." "it makes the trees grow." "it helps
the farmer grow his food and gives us water to drink." Then an ex¬
planation was made, telling the children that if it did not rain, we
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would not have water to drink, or electric lights, and that rain helps
the trees grow from which we get wood to build houses. After a few
minutes, the group was able to see what the good rain does for us and
that it is a blessing from God. This was also a perfect setting to
teach a short song. Rain Drops". The words to this song are, "Fitter,
patter, on the ground; Rain drops falling all around." This song also
was effective because the children dramatized rain drops falling as
they sang. The teacher will have many such opportunities to present
songs. He must be alert and take advantage of opportunities to correct
ideas about things as well as to further enhance the experiences through
music.
There are many other ways to present hymns and songs: as a
special unit of study, or to introduce or close a unit.
Preview of Words
While there are many hymns written for the understanding of the
primary child, occasionally a hymn may be selected which is more ef¬
fective but has words to be explained.
Time should be allotted for explaining words that are difficult
both in pronounciation and understanding, and interpreting the reli¬
gious values of the song. The hymn "All Glory, Laud, and Honor" has
several words that have no meaning to a child. Laud, honor. Redeemer,
and exalted, are a few. To help understand these words, a teaching
®Mattie Leatherwood, Songs We Sing from Three to Six. (Nashville:
Broadman's Press, 1937), p. 33.
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picture of the triumphant entry to Jerusalem would facilitate matters.
But if not available, each word should be explained on the level of
the child. Every child knows what it means to be complimented when he
has done good. Explaining that these words express the kinds of com¬
pliments the children and grown-ups were giving Jesus because he was
their friend and went about doing good would readily be accepted and
understood. Why was he called Redeemer? Because by his goodness he
showed us the way to God.
The rote and repetition methods are part of the presentation
previously discussed.
CHAPTER IV
SELECTED HYMNS BASED ON CONCEPTS
IN THE PREVIOUS CHAPTER
The following hymns and songs have been selected on the basis of
the instriament and concepts in the previous chapter. The hymnals and
books used in compiling this list are: The Methodist Hymnal, The
Cokesbury Hymnal, The Pilgrim Hymnal, The Hymnal for Boys and Girls,
Hymns for Primary Worship, and Primary Hymnal. The abbreviation for
the hymnals and numbers will appear after each hymn.
GOD AS FATHER AND CREATOR
This is My Father's World MH72, PH485, CHIOS, HBG14
All Creatures of Our God and King MH65, PH64, CH236, HBG 7 HPWl
All Things Bright and Beautiful MH447, PH478, CH282, HBG142,
HPW30, PRH33
For the Beauty of the Earth MH18, PH66, CHIOS, HBGl
Let all the World,MH8, CH240, HBG9
Nature's Message Ch285
The Father Cares CH288
The Heavens are Telling PrH36 (Special arrangement)
Father, We Thank Thee PH479, CH281, HBGllO, HPW43, PrH95
God is Near CH279, HPW41
God Made the Sun PrH35'
Tell the Blessed Tidings MH445
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Remember all the People PH484
Doxology MH616, PH514, 515, CH5, HBG146, HPW153
My God, I Thank Thee MH9, PH98, HBG20
Now Thank we all Our God MH7, PH29, HBG26
Dear Father, Keep Me Through This Day HBG90
Father, Hear Thy Little Children HBG117
For My Home and Friends I Thank Thee HBG121
God is the Loving Father HPW37
JESUS AS A FRIEND TO CHILDREN
I Love to Think What Jesus Saw PH480, HPW77
Fairest Lord Jesus MHlll, PH117, CH170, HBG87
Jesus Loves the Children PrH27
Jesus Loves Even Me MH435, CH292
Jesus Loves Me PrH40
Jesus Tender Shepherd, Hear Me MH452, HBG94
Savior, Teach Me, Day by Day MH449
I Think When I Read that Sweet Story MH440, HBG107, HPW79
O Jesus, Once a Nazareth Boy HBG54, HPW125
Hosanna, Loud Hosanna MH127, HBG44
I Want to be a Christian HPW121
The Loving Jesus is my Friend HPW122
All Glory, Laud, and Honor MH128, PH155, HPW89
Tell Me the Stories of Jesus MH441, CH286, HPW82
Jesus, Who Loves and Blesses PrH14
30
THE BIBLE
Tell Me the Stories of Jesus MH441, CH286, HPW82
I Think when I Read that Sweet Story MH440, HBG107, HPW79
Lord, Thy Word Abideth PH385, HBG24
Thy Word is Like a Garden, Lord HBG23
For Stories Fine and True HPW115
The Bible Helps Me, HPW116
The Bible is a Treasure Book HPW119
The Bible PrH83
For Thy Great Book of Stories HPW118
Let us be Thankful for Our Book HPW120
Wonderful Words of Life CH96
The King of Love my Shepherd Is MH353, PH79, 80, PrH54
THE CHURCH FELLOWSHIP
Jesus, With Thy Church Abide MH390, PH301
How Lovely is Thy Dwelling Place (stanzas 1 and 5), MH383, PH274
When in the Quiet Church I Sit HPW98
We Thank Thee for our Church HPWlOO
The Church of God is Ever5rwhere HPWll
Our Church Helps Us to Worship God HPW106
The World-Wide Church HPWllO
O Come, Let Us Sing HPW112
Men and Children Everywhere HPW113
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God is in His Holy Temple PrH91
Children Across the Sea HPW112
God Bless This House PrH90
A GROWING CONCERN FOR OTHERS
Men and Children Everywhere HPW113
Children Who Live Across the Sea HPW112
We've a Story to Tell to the Nations MH501, CH158
From all the Dark Places MH483, CH164
Awake, Awake to Love and Work MH445, PH34, CH171
I Love my Friends and They Love Me HPW137
My Friends HPW135
Our Part HPW135
God Made Us a Beautiful World HPW136
Happy the Home When God is There MH428, CH97
This selection of hymns is by no means complete. It is the
writer’s hope that frcan this list of h3nnns and songs, persons may see
the relationship between music and the theological concepts, and may





The six, seven, and eight-year-old child is beginning his journey
into a wider world where he will have many new experiences and meet new
people. The two most important places to the child is the home and
the church. They guide his experiences in relationships to his fam¬
ily, friends, community, and God. Being curious, he wants to know the
"why" about many things. These questions must be answered and on his
level of understanding, always presenting the right concepts. Being
active, care should be taken in choosing his activities. They should
be exciting and enjoyable and at the same time not tiring. Variety is
what he likes and teachers and parents should provide him with it.
Music should become a part of this variety because it helps him express
himself and teaches him the ways of God and man.
The writer has set forth the problem of selecting hymns on the
basis of the theological concepts for the primary child.
First a description of the field work situations as background
material was given as support to the problem. For further support, the
areas of development, both general and specific, have been presented to
give an idea of the characteristics of this age group.
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Each goal and the experiences that can be achieved through music
have been discussed to show the importance of music in the curriculum
and as a basis for selecting hymns and other music. Not only should
the music have theological validity but it should be constructed well
in form and text. A group of questions pertaining to the text and
melody have been presented to help persons choose the best hymns musi¬
cally as well as theologically. There are opportunities which lend
themselves to effective hymn presentations and teaching. The examples
presented were used by the writer during the two year field work per¬
iod. The list of selected h3mms presented were chosen in reference to
the concepts, text and musical validity to help contribute to the ex¬
periences of the child within the home, church, community, and with
God,
Recommendations
Realizing the importance of music in Christian growth, it is
recommended that a person or persons be trained, through leadership
training courses, regarding the characteristics of the child and music
in Christian Education. Hyjnnals and other helpful books should be
available for use in worship and study. As plans are made on ways and
methods to achieve goals, music should be incorporated as a part of
the plans.
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Ariel Bowen Methodist Church
1. One or two persons trained in music in Christian
Education through leadership training courses^
2. Get membership in the National Fellowship of Methodist
Musicians and Hymn Society of America.
3. Send at least one representative to various conference
workshops on child development in religious education.
4. Order reference books for the division, such as Bible
Dictionary, Atlas, and Concordance.
5. Take part in musical activities, such as Music Week
and musical programs given by members of the Sunday
School.
6. Raise funds to get a record player and records.
Encourage listening periods for music, and create music.
Magnolia Baptist Educational and Goodwill Center
1. Plan more activities that will involve groups rather
than individuals.
2. Encourage group singing and choral readings accompanied
by music.
3. Take time to talk to children and help them feel wanted
and loved.
4. Plan a unit on personal health and hygiene, making use
of music to convey ideas that might otherwise offend.
5. Relate music to children’s experiences.
6. Develop orders of worship for each age group.
7. Have periods for music appreciation.
8. Use sound filmstrips with musical accompaniment when
appropriate.
9. Hymns should be taught from selected list in Chapter IV
of this thesis.
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Robert F, Thomas, Jr. December 10,
Ariel Bowen Methodist Church
Primary Department
Subject; When Jesus Was Born
I.PURPOSE:
1. To inspire the children to think of Christmas as a
religious celebration, the birthday of Jesus,
2. To create a desire of love for the family, especially
for smaller brothers and sisters.
II. APPROACH;
1. Questions on babies in the family
a. How many of you have baby sisters or brothers?
b. How old are they?
c. Did you help mother prepare for the new baby?
d. What did you do?
e. Was it exciting waiting for the baby to arrive?
2, Story Time, When Jesus Was Born
3, Song; "Away in a Manger"
4, Prayer: Dear .fiods, We are happy to celebrate
J^SUS ’birthday. We will celebrate it




Robert F, Thomas, Jr, November 5, 1961
Ariel Bowen Methodist Church
Primary Department
Subject: Our Gifts Help Others Ref,: Matt, 10:25-37
I,Purpose
1, To acquire an understanding that some of the work
of the church requires money,
2, To develop a concern for the needy and a desire to
share with others, even those we do not know.
3, To realize this concern for the needy shows a greater
love for God and his people,
II, Procedure
A, Have church envelopes and pencils available, and as
children arrive, have them to fill out one, put in
their money, and place it in the collection plate on
the table,
B, Prayer: Dear Lord, accept these our gifts that they
may help to give others in the world food,
clothing, and shelter. Amen,
C, Story Time: The Good Samaritan
A man was traveling on the road from Jerusalem
to Jericho, and was robbed of his money and clothes
and left to die. Several people passed by him but
did not stop. Finally a man from Samaria passed by.
When he saw the wounded man, he stopped, cleaned out
his wounds and bandaged them. Then he put the wounded
man on his donkey and took him into the town to the
inn. The good Samaritan asked the innkeeper to take
care of the wounded man. He gave the innkeeper some
money and told him if it were not enough he would pay
the rest when he returned from Jerusalem.
40
Long years ago, just as the man frcm Samaris helped
a neighbor, so boys and girls help those who need
food, clothes, and blankets today. When we give our
offering to the church, we not only help those who
are sick, but people who need food and shelter. Today,
by earning and giving money to the Community Chest,
Red Cross, and Empty Stocking Fund, we help others.
The Bible tells us, "It is more blessed to give than
to receive." (Acts 20:35) After the Bible story. One
Saturday, the Sunday School lesson was discussed.
D. Closing Prayer: Dear God, we Thank Thee for blessing
us with gifts to help others. Amen,
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Lesson Plan
Atlanta Baptist Educational Center October 21, 1962
Morning Story Hour and Visitation
I.PROCEDURE:
A, Recreation Period
While children are playing, play along with them, occasionally






Songs : "jesus Loves the Little Children"
"We Thank You, God"
Prayer: Dear God, We thank You for your Love for us,
our home and friends. Amen,
Story : How close do you think God is to us? (Pause for
answer). Today we are going to hear a story
about a boy who found that God is very near,
closer than anyone else.
Jacob, The Boy Who Found God
Jacob was a long way frcm home. He had
walked and walked. The round, red sun was nearly
down. It would soon be night.
Jacob stopped to rest. He thought of home.
He thought of his mother and father. He thought
of his brother. "l have taken something from my
brother. I have told my father what was not true.
I can never go back home, for my brother will kill
me," Night came on, Jacob found a stone for a
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pillow and lay down to sleep. He looked up
at the stars, "How far away they are," Jacob
felt, "How far away my home is, too. I am
all alone in this place,"
Jacob was not alone. Someone was very near;
someone who loved Jacob. Better even than his
mother loved him, was he loved by someone near.
But Jacob did not know it. By and by Jacob went
to sleep. All at once he saw a ladder, and it
reached from earth to heaven. There at the very
top was God, God said to Jacob, "l am with thee
and will keep thee." Jacob opened his eyes and
looked around. "God was here and I did not know
it," he said. "He is with me always. He will
take care of me wherever I am." In the morning,
Jacob went on his way, and God was with him.







Ariel Bowen Methodist Church November 26, 1963
Children's Division
Opening Assembly
Hymn: We Gather Together
Litany of Thanksgiving:
For the many wonderful stories of gresb men in our Bible,
WE THANK YOU, GOD.
For the old laws and new commandments that give us
Christian standards,
WE THANK YOU, GOD.
For beautiful songs and poems that help us be thankful,
WE THANK YOU, GOD.
For the teachings of Jesus about prayer, love, and service,
WE THANK YOU, GOD.
















Atlanta Baptist Educational Center November 21, 1962
General Music and Recreational Period
Junior Group
Purpose; To begin preparing children for Christmas activities
I,PROCEDURE
A. Recreational Period





5. Other choices that are made by juniors,
B. Music Period
Songs to be practiced;
1, My Sheep were Grazing
2, 0 Holy Night
3, What Child is This
C. Refreshments and dismissal
